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to be an original. His son, the Rt. Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, presented
this picture to the East India Company in February, I822.1 The history
of the India Museum portrait (No. I.M. 20-1919) cannot be traced as
far back ; it is said to have been brought from India in 1800 or possibly
a little earlier ; it was for a long time in the possession of the Willoughby
family, and was presented to the India Museum by G. F. Welsford, M.D.,
in 1919. The head in this portrait is similar in every detail to that in the
India Office picture. Mr. C. Stanley Clarke, of the Victoria and Albert
Museum, in a letter to Mr. (now Sir) W. Foster dated the 3rd June,
1919, stated that "Both paintings are Persian of bad period—strongly
European influenced."2
To return to Nadir. In 1743, or perhaps later, he engaged, through
the medium of Captain John Elton, a young painter named Cassel or
Cassels,3 who painted eight battle pictures for him.4
Nadir's Attitude towards Religion.
While uncertainty exists whether'Nadir was Shi'a or Sunni to start with,5
there seems no doubt that, in his later years at any rate, he had no real
religious convictions. Bazin, who was certainly as well qualified as anyone
to judge, said 8:
" II seroit difficile de decider de quelle Religion il etoit. Plusieurs de ceux qui
croyent 1'avoir mieux connu, pritendent qu'il n'en avoit aucune. II disoit quel-
quefois assez publiquement qu'il s'estimoit autant que Mahomet et All; qu'ils
n'e"toient si grands que parce qu'ils e"toient bons gueniers; et qu'apres tout, il
croyoit avoir atteint le degre de gloire qu'ils avoient acquise par les armes."
Nadir had many faults, but religious fanaticism was not one of them ;
it is true that he persecuted the Shi'a, but he did so for purely secular
reasons.
A good deal has already been said respecting Nadir's attempt to fuse
the Sunnis and the Shi'a into one body by forcibly making his Shi'a subjects
I	See the Descriptive Catalogue of the Paintings, Statues, etc., in the India Office, by Sir William
Foster.
I1	am indebted to Mr. W. T. Ottewffl, the Superintendent of Records at the India Office, for this
information. The India Museum authorities have most kindly allowed me to use a repro-
duction of the portrait there as the frontispiece of this book.
•The Russia Company, in a memorandum dated the i3th/24th January, 1744, on the subject
of the Russian charges against Elton, stated: " None of the people who were with Mr.
Elton are entered into the service of the Shah, excepting one Cassel, a German Painter,
to whom he gives a salary of 1,000 Roubles per annum to paint his Battles." For details
of the manner in which Cassel (who was half-English and half-Prussian) is alleged to have
behaved to Elton, see Cook, Vol. II, p. 514.
1 It is possible that some of these pictures were afterwards housed in the palace which Agha
Muhammad Shah built at San, which, according to Curzon (Vol. I, p. 379), " contained
pictures of the battles of Shah Ismail and Nadir Shah."
•For the reason for suggesting that Nadir may have been originally a Shi'a, see p. 21 above.
'Bazin, p. 318.

